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ADJUSTING 
INSTRUCTION FOR HIGH-
ABILITY LEARNERS
PRESENTED BY EMILY KIRCHER-MORRIS, LPC

QR CODE FOR HANDOUTS AND RESOURCES
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METHODS FOR MODIFYING INSTRUCTION:

Content Process

ProductAssessment

ADJUSTING CONTENT

•Curriculum compacting

1. Assess student learning

2. Develop a plan to address holes in understanding

3. Find ways to expand and “go deeper”
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ADJUSTING CONTENT

•Pre-test, Pre-test, Pre-test!

•Most difficult first

•Orbital Study

•Problem Based Learning

ADJUSTING CONTENT: DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY

• Depth encourages  

students  to  venture  

further,  deeper,  

and  with  greater 

elaboration through 

quality of subject 

matter, rules and 

ethics, language, 

patterns.

• Complexity helps  

students  make  

connections and  

identify  

relationships 

associations 

between, within, 

and across subjects 

and disciplines. 

• Novelty encourages 

students to create a 

personal 

understanding or 

connection to  the  

subject  area,  

thereby  making  

content  more  

memorable. 
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PROCESS

•Multiple modality considerations

• Focus on open-ended and problem-solving tasks

•Opportunities for meaningful research

• Skills to share what they are learning

PRODUCT
• Advertisement

• Animation

• App

• Blog

• Board/Card

• Game

• Collage

• Comedy Skit

• Time Capsule

• Infomercial/Tutorial

• Map

• Mash-Up

• News Report

• Podcast

• Poem

• Survey

• Time Capsule

• Comic Strip

• Commercial

• Infographic

• Diary Entry

• Experiment

• Fake Social Media 

Account

• Flow Chart

• Google Earth Tour
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ASSESSMENT

• Self-evaluation and reflection

• Develop own scoring rubrics with 

guidance

• Focus on process instead of

outcome

• What did I learn through this 

activity?

THINKTRIX
(THINK MATRIX –
DR. FRANK 
LYMAN)

What is the effect of global warming on 

the environment, animals, and humans?

What facts do you remember learning 

about global warming?

In what similar ways do all power sources 

impact the planet?

How are the effects on the earth of coal 

and nuclear power different?

Give examples of how your family would 

be impacted by global warming?

What is your hypothesis about people’s 

responsibility to address the issue?

What might happen if effective 

interventions aren’t put in place?
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